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This order of thei Priesthood must, possess,
therefore, a very high influence in every
society ; and when these have once ob-
tained the ascendancy in spiritual matters,
their ambitious desire of power, finding no
other field for exertion, will generally be
found to break out in an interference in
temporal concerns. These observations,
however common,, are more particularly ap-
plicable to the case of the Hindoos. By
the perusal of their shasters, we are imme-
diately impressed with the idea that they
are the work of a most ingenious and skilful
assembly of Philosophers, whose aim was
not to enlighten, but to enslave mankind;
and this subjection they have effected in a
manner scarcely credible, unless by those
who have been accustomed to trace the ef-
fects of their religion on the character, and
the minutest actions of the natives.
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